
We know that empowering women to participate 
fully in economic life is not only good for women and 
their families - it is also essential for a thriving 
economy. In fact, a nation’s competitiveness depends 

significantly on whether and how it educates and 
utilises its female talent.

This is why I am very pleased to support the 

Commonwealth Business Council’s international 
strategy to promote and advance women in business, 
now known as the Commonwealth Businesswomen’s 

Initiative.
I understand that the Commonwealth Business 

Council is working with the International Federation 
of  Business and Professional Women (BPW 

International) and the British Association of  Women 
Entrepreneurs (BAWE) to recognise, support and 
promote the significant contribution that women in 

business make throughout the Commonwealth.
In Australia, small business is the engine room of 

our economy, with around two million enterprises 

employing around five million Australians – almost 
half  of  private sector employment in this country. I 
also am very pleased to note that growth in the 
number of  women employers is higher than that of  

men. The Australian Government recognises the 
importance of  this dynamic sector to the economy - 

and the 
importance of  
women to this 
sector.

Supporting 
women in 
business, 

promoting greater 
gender equality on 
boards, increasing 

equality within the leadership ranks and in the 
workplace will ensure improvement in women’s 
economic opportunities and outcomes, and have 
important implications for the Commonwealth’s 

economy.
I commend the Commonwealth Business 

Council and their partners for their efforts in this vital 

initiative. I trust that, with concerted effort, we will 
see all economies in the Commonwealth reaping the 
benefits of  increased participation and equality for 

women – especially in business. 
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The Commonwealth Businesswomen’s (CBW) initiative 
brings together the collective experience, relationships, 
reputation and reach of the Commonwealth Business 
Council (CBC), the International Federation of Business and 
Professional Women (BPW International) and the British 
Association of Women Entrepreneurs (BAWE).



The Commonwealth Businesswomen’s (CBW) initiative brings together the collective experience, relationships, 

reputation and reach of the Commonwealth Business Council (CBC), the International Federation of Business and 

Professional Women (BPW International) and the British Association of Women Entrepreneurs (BAWE).

CBW was developed in an inclusive way from the outset driven by Australia (current Commonwealth Chair and 

current BPW International President), Pakistan (2nd largest Commonwealth member and a hub for developing 

country input) and the United Kingdom (where the Commonwealth is now central to the UK’s Government’s 

international priorities, home to CBC and BAWE) and will add to this from other countries as momentum and 

credibility builds.

Three organisations strengthening the Commonwealth. Building Businesses. Advancing Women. 

Commonwealth Women. Together. One voice. 


